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Porsche Commemorates Vic Elford’s 80th Birthday
“Quick Vic” celebrates his birthday on June 10, 2015

Atlanta.	
  Born in London on June 10, 1935, Vic Elford was one of the fastest drivers in the highly
competitive Sixties and Seventies racing scene. Elford’s lap records include Targa Florio,
Nurburgring, Daytona, Sebring, Norisring, Monza, Road Atlanta, Laguna Seca, Riverside, and
Le Mans - where he was the first driver to lap at over a 150mph average in the Porsche long-tail
917 in 1970.
Known as “Quick Vic” to friends and competitors, Elford is one of the few drivers to excel in
sports cars, rally cars, and Formula 1 at a championship level. His 1968 season began by
winning the prestigious Monte Carlo Rally in a Porsche 911, followed by an overall win the next
weekend in Daytona at the Rolex 24 Hour race – Porsche’s first 24-Hour race victory. He
finished second at the 12 Hours of Sebring a month later, then in May scored an epic victory at
the Targa Florio, considered the greatest win in Targa history. Two weeks later Vic won the
Nürburgring 1000 Kilometers. Then in his first F1 race in July, Vic took an out-classed Cooper to
a stunning fourth-place finish in the soaking-wet French Grand Prix.
Despite beginning the second lap of the ten-lap, 450 mile race more than 18 minutes behind,
Vic and co-driver Umberto Maglioli came back to win the 1968 Targa Florio with their Porsche
907 by over a minute. In recognition of his efforts, Porsche dedicated their traditional victory
poster not to the car, but to the driver for the first and only time.
Although he raced for Porsche for five years and was the only driver to race every version of the
Porsche 917, Elford was one of the most versatile drivers of his or any era. Elford raced in
Sports Cars, Rally Cars, Formula 1, CanAm, and the Daytona 500 of NASCAR.
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During the 1972 24 Hours of Le Mans, when a Ferrari crashed in front of him, Vic stopped midrace to try to extricate the driver from his burning car. Television cameras caught the action and
Vic was named “Knight of the National Order of Merit” or Chevalier de l'Ordre National du Mérite
by French President Georges Pompidou for his act of courage and heroism.
Vic has been a featured guest at all four previous Porsche Rennsport Reunions, and will attend
the upcoming Rennsport Reunion V this September 25-27, 2015 at Mazda Raceway Laguna
Seca. Elford was elected to the Motorsports Hall of Fame of America in 2001 and currently lives
in South Florida, with his wife Anita.

###
About Porsche Cars North America, Inc. | One Porsche Drive, Atlanta, GA 30354 USA
Established in 1984, Porsche Cars North America, Inc. (PCNA) is the exclusive U.S. importer of Porsche 918 Spyder,
911, Boxster and Cayman sports cars, the Macan and Cayenne SUVs, and Panamera sports sedans. Headquartered
in Atlanta, Georgia since 1998, PCNA is also home to the first Porsche Experience Center in North America featuring
a module-based 1.6 mile driver development track, business center, human performance center, and fine dining
restaurant. PCNA employs approximately 300 people who provide parts, service, marketing, and training for 189
dealers. They, in turn, work to provide Porsche customers with a best-in-class experience that is in keeping with the
brand’s 65-plus year history and leadership in the advancement of vehicle performance, safety and efficiency. PCNA
is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Porsche AG, which is headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany.
At the core of this success is Porsche’s proud racing heritage that boasts some 30,000-plus motorsport wins to date.
Follow us: twitter.com/porsche | facebook.com/porsche
For Porsche apps: http://www.porsche.com/usa/entertainment/apps/
Photos and video footage are available to accredited journalists on the Porsche Press Database at
http://press.porsche.com/

2 of 2

	
  
	
  

Public Relations Department
Media Relations
Dave Engelman
Phone +1.770.290.3617
dave.engelman@porsche.us

